Congress Passes Draft Law,

Activates National Guard

In September 1940, Congress accomplished two

things when it passed the first peacetime draft law in
Americar history. It provided for a draft end autho-
rized nationalization of the National Guard. The act
stipulated that the drafiees wonld serve on active duty
Sor 12 months. Similarly, it activated the Guard for 12
months—thix af a time when many people apposed
preparations for war. The short active-duly time in
the bill for btk the draftees and the Guard reflects this
hesitancy fo begin mobilization.

In the following months the international situation

continued to deteriorate. Within half a year it was ob-
vivus that the American preparedness movement
would be seriously crippled [ both the draftees and the
Guardvmen went homte when their year of service was
up.
The fight to extend the service abligation of these
soldiers during the summer of 1941 was both infense
and close. The extension of the draft passed the House
of Representatives by a single vote, 203-202. The Na-
tional Guard got extended for the duration, but the
draftees got extended for only another 18 months, Later
they would receive more final word that they were in for
“the duration.™

1o the military who lived through this period, the
vote fo extend the service of the drafiees during the sum-

mer of 1941 was crucial. B
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