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Lhwe orginal insignia of Lhe Serpeant Major of the A MY was

designed by Colonel Jasper Wilson and approved by the Chicl
of Staff General llarold K, Jolinson on 4 July 1966, This
insignia is described by Lhe Institute of Heraldry as follows:
A shicld 3747 in height of pold colored medal base divided
diaponally from npper lell to lower right, the upper part resd
the lower pavt while an which is a silver S-pointed star
surmounted by Lhe voal of arms of the U, S, in eolor, between
2 white 5-pointed slars at top and two red S-poinled stars in

base. The shield is on a 1" disk of gold color medal.

The insignia as described above is worn only by the Sergeant
Majorof the Avrmy, A similar insignia without the gold disk

but with eagle atop the shiald is worn by the aides to the Chief

of 3tafll, Avmy . Although the Chief of Staff wears no insipnia,
his flap is similar in that it is the diagoenal red and white with

the star and U, 5. coat of arms, IHowever, the 4 stars {two on
cach side) are in the same plane, A5 this is the Chief of Staff
flag, it is rectangular in shape and is used as such on staticnery,

tame Laps, elo,
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e @, TION 20 July 66
ATIN: Col Molellans

1. In raspomss to your talephonie roguent a faw comments are
made herewith regarding the insignia which was presgnted to the new
Ssrgeant Malor of the Army.

‘2. Yhe insignia obvicusly was improvised dy ecutting the sagle
off of an officer's insignia of the Aide to the Chief of Staff; the
shield resulting therefrom them beimy soldered omto an enlisted Mawmss
disc. Rayond this assumption Tia Institute of Heraldry uay not com-~
mant, for we weare not consulted and have Do knowledge of what want on.

3. The ﬂﬂmm:‘m the Alds to the Chief of Staff, from
wvhich BOGR Wooldridge's insignia was sade. also was dewigned without
the knowledge of thisx Imstitute. On 19 Pebrusry 1961 we ware in-
formed by DUSPER by telephone that the design (with the psr band
sinister background) had been approved formelly hy GensTal Wheele:r
and that TION waw to davelop the end i{tem lmmedimtely. PCSPER stated
that even tiat offiee had not been contacrted regarding the design.
At that time The Institute of Hermldry advised DOSPER inforamlly
#bat the per bend ainister some éay wonld be picked up am a point of
controverdy. Since the chief of staff. parsomally, had writtesn hia
approval upon the design we wers required to go ahsad with ite develop-
aant against a stringent deadline. :

4. Bagarding the implicatioms of bastardy in tha “pex bend
sintater” in the design of the imsiguia the following coumentis are
offared:

a. Auong the patioms of Burope a mmwber of diffevencings
ave bean used conts of arms to dencie bastardy. Thase, however,
were not sacks of abatement, but were placed therxe to aanifest that,
althoogh the pearson was araigerous by blosdright, he had mo inhexrit-

b. In England the batun sinister scmetimes was used to
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denote bastardy. f j The baton siunister is in the gsneral con-

i’ I“
A
"

only marrower and coupad At

the enda. In Fremch tha bend at times ia called a "barve”. Through
seni-ignorance of the sclemsce of dry. novelists of ths eighteenth

- il 3 . s B e

wark of bastardy se that todky's Bealdic dilsttamte anscmes that any-
thing simister [wmeaning "left* in barmldry) danctes Sishonow.

_ e. ¥a the insignia of the Aidea to the Chief of Staff, ths
Ssrgeant Major of the Army, the shisld backgromnd is “per bend sinis-

ter®, r—g ' This means that the shisld background is divided by

ision *per bund sinister™ is entively different frem the griiieary
i * both of which sre entirely diffexrent from the charge
siniater*. ' v

d. In the science of heraldry even the baton siniater doas
2ot necussarily demcte bastamdy. Sinoce it was vesed for that purpose,
howsver, harfldic designsrs do avold its use. The "band sinister”
popularly is assecimted indistisguisbably with the "hqtmgt_ﬂam‘.
and through the sime uninformed comviction "pexr band sinister” alec
carvies & atreny populér stigma. All of these motioms, with the par-
tial exception of ths "baton siniater®, are, in zeality, romantic
hoguash.

3
TEMFLE
Colonal,
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MIL-I-15665 # 124
15 March 1988
SUPERSEDING

x MIL-I-15665 7 32
30 September 1979
MILITARY SPECIFICATION SHEET
INSIGNTIA, COLLAR, THE SERGEANT MAJOA OF THE ARMY

This specification 1s approved for wae by all Departments and Agencles of the Department of Defense.
The complete requlrements for procuring the i{tem{s) described hereiln ashall
conslst of this document and the 1ssue in effect of Specification MIL-I=15665.

RETD

MATERTAL:
SHIELD AND DEVICE: GILDING METAL
DISC: RED BRASS
DIMENSIONS (INCHES):
DISC:
DIAMETER: 1, +1/64, -0
THICKNESS: .0O40 ¢ 005
EAGLE AND SHIELD:
HEIGHT (OVERALL): 1-1/4 (REF)
THICKMESS (THICKEST POINT): .880 3 .005
DEVICE:
HEIGHT (OVERALL): 3/8 (REF)
THICKNESS (THICKEST POINT): .060 & 005

FINISH: ;
DISC: MIRROR-LIKE POLISHED
SHIELD: ENAMELED, STAR NICKEL PLATED, REMAINDER GOLD PLATED, POLISHED

EAGLE DEVICE: ENAMELED, GOLD PLATED, SATIN FINISH

F3C 8455

AMSC NAA 1af 2
DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT &. Approved for publie release; distrl bution Is unlimited.
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1. DEVICE SHALL BE SECURED TO THE ENAMELED BASE WITH Tw( RIVETS.

2. THE RIVETS SHALL BE SOLID AND SHALL BE FABRICATED FROM ANY TYPE BRASS. THE RIVETS SHALL
BE LOCATED ONM THE VERTICAL CENTERLINE OF THE DEVICE.

3. THE DEVICE SHALL BE LOCATED OM A VERTICAL CENTEALINE OF THE SHIELD WITH THE BASE OF THE
DEVICE 174 INCH ABOVE THE LOWEST POINT OF THE SHIELD.

4. ENAMELED AREAS SHALL BE AS INDICATED AND SHALL MATCH THE STANDARD OR APPROVED GUIDE
SAMPLES AND SHALL CONFORM TOD COLOR CHIPS LISTED BELOW:

COLOR CHIP 0.
RED 1
WHITE 28
BLUE 18

5. THE STAR UWDER THE DEVICE SHALL BE NICKEL PLATED.

6. ATTACHIMG CEVICE SHALL BE PRONG AND CLUTCH TYPE. THE PRONGS SHALL BE LOCATED ON THE
VERTICAL CENTERLINE, EQUIDISTANT FROM EACH END AND 7/8 & 1764 INCH OW CENTERS.

Custodian: Preparing activity:

Army = IH . Army = IH
Review activity: (Froject Mo, B4SS - 0269)
DLA - CT
2 of 2
.I R e [ OOy e
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UNITED STATES ARMY
THE SERGEANT MAJOR

WASHINGTOMN, 0., 20310

DACS-5M 24 August 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEFUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR FPERSOKNEL

SUBJECT: Imsignia Worn by the Bergeant Major of the Army

1. Request that paragraph 26-16a(l){a), AR 670-1 be changed to exempt the
Sergeant Major of the Army from the requirement to wear the shoulder sleeve
insignia of Headquarters Company, US Army. Except for SMA Van Autreve, all
former Sergeants Major of the Army have elected not to wear the Headquarters
Company, US Army shoulder sleeve insignia, The legic in their reasoning was
that the Sergeant Major of the Army represents the total enlisted force, not
one specific unit., Paragraph 26-21b, AR E670-1 exempts the Sergeant Major of
the Army from the requirement to wear the distinctive unit insignia. It would
be inappropriate fer the Sergeant Major of the Army to wear the shoulder
sleeve insignia of the unit, but not the distinctive unit insignia. This
requested change will eliminate the inconsistency between paragraphs
26=16a(l)(a) and 26-21b,

2, The Sergeant Major of the Army branch insignia identified in paragraph
26-10a(28), AR A70~1 has been worn hy all former Sergeants Major of the Army
in lieu of the traditional branch insignia and the US insignia. The Sergeant
Major of the Army branch insignia has also been worn on the garrisen cap in
lieu of the distinctive unit insignia. Tt Is requested that paragraph
26~4h(2%(a), AR 670-1 be changed to indicate that the Sergeant Major of the
Atmy will wear the Sergeant Major of the Army branch insignia in lieu of the
US insignia. It is also requested that paragraph 26-21d{2), AR 670-1 be
changed to indicate that the Sergesnt Major of the Army will wear the Sergeant
Major of the Army branch insignia vs. the distinctive unit insignia on the
garrison cap. To be consistent, paragraph 26-9L, AR 670-1 should be changed
to indicate that the Sergeant Major of the Army will wear the Sergeant HMajor
of the Army hranch insignia vs. the branch insignia of their FMOS.

3. In addition to the specific changes requested above, request that AR 670-1
be reviewed to determine if other changes are necessary in order to bring the
regulation into line with the actual wear practices for the Sergeant Major of
the Army branch insignia.

4. Your assistance in this matter is appreciated.

% z.W
GL E. MOERELL

Sergeant Major of the Army
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